
  

 
 

 

 

GOSPEL MEDITATION – March 10, 2024 
 

Our national pastime isn’t baseball. It’s what the Bible calls “condemning the 
world.” We generally enjoy pronouncing curses upon those whom we see as 
trouble, wrong, or evil. Don’t believe me? Listen to almost any podcast, cable 
news network, or social media platform to hear it. It will be some version of: 
“We all agree that if they are eradicated, things will be great.” Condemning is 
almost always clothed in virtue. It basks in its good intentions. That’s why it is 
so attractive. Condemning seems like our best path to saving what is good. 

What a shock, then, to hear Jesus announce: “For God did not send His Son 
into the world to condemn the world, but that the world might be saved 
through him” (Jn 3:17). He comes to save the world, as we all want, but he will 
accomplish it without an act of condemnation. How hard it is to accept this! 
Condemning feels godlike. I judge who and what must be lost to protect the 
good. But in the light of Jesus’ endless mercy and love, this is the least godlike 
thing we can do. 

Lenten challenge: This week, I invite you to give up the delicious experience of 
condemning whomever in the world you most would like to see gone. Perhaps 
write down their names. Secondly, I invite you to consider fasting from any 
media that feeds the tasty but deadly tendency to condemn. 

— Father John Muir       ©LPi 
 
 

 
 

St. Theresa’s Parish 
210 St. Andrew’s Road Plimmerton     Cell: 027 328 9911 

email: st.theresas@xtra.co.nz | Phone: 04 233 1279 

Office hours: Mon, Thurs, Fri 11am-4pm, Wed 9am–2pm 
Parish Priest: Father Andrew Kim 

 

10 March 2024| 4th Sunday of Lent – Year B 
 

 

Reconciliation 
Is available by appointment or 

after weekday Mass 
 

Monday 11 March 
10am Liturgy of the Word with Holy 
Communion followed by Adoration 
until 1:30pm 
 

Tuesday 12 March 

9:30am Mass 
7:30pm Healing Service 
 

Wednesday 13 March – Anniversary 

of the Election of Pope Francis 

9:30am Mass 
7:30pm Lenten programme 
 

Thursday 14 March 

9:30am Mass 
6pm Rite II Reconciliation at St 
Francis of Assisi Ohariu, Johnsonville 
 

Friday 15 March  

9:30am Mass 
7pm Stations of the Cross in the 
Church with Reconciliation available 
before and after 
 

Saturday 16 March 
SCHOOL FAIR 11am-3pm  
6pm Vigil Mass 
 

Sunday 17 March – 5th Sunday of 
Lent 
9:30am Mass 

 

 

In our Parish this week 
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Last Sunday we welcomed Darcy Ihaia Cole Bellman into 
the Church.  All our blessings and love go out as she 
begins her spiritual journey! Please keep her parents, 
Jason and Amelia, in your prayers. 

 

Powhiri and Mass of Welcome  
On February 28th we held our first powhiri 
and Mass of Welcome for 2024.  

 

 
This was the largest group we have welcomed for a while 
with 18 new students and 1 new member of staff. We are 
excited to see so many new faces and have the 
opportunity to share God’s love with them.  

 
 

LENTEN 

PROGRAMME 

Our Prayer Group is 
running a weekly 
Lenten programme 
for the Parish on 
Wednesdays, starting 
at 7.30pm and ending at 9pm with supper. Anne Dodds 
027 3110551 

 
STATIONS OF THE CROSS every Friday 
during Lent at 7 pm. Booklets are 
available. Father Andrew will be 
available beforehand and afterwards 
for Reconciliation. The following dates  
will be led by: 
 

15 March -- Prayer Group 
22 March – Youth 
 

RITE II RECONCILIATION SCHEDULE 
Lent is a perfect time for reconciliation, in 
order to prepare ourselves for the 
celebration of Easter. Please join us at any of 
the Communal Reconciliation Services 
offered. 

 

• Sunday 10 March – 4pm here at St. Theresa’s 
Church Plimmerton 

 

• Thursday 14 March – 6pm St Francis of Assisi 
Ohariu 37 Dr Taylor Terrace Johnsonville 

 

• Wednesday 20 March – 6pm Holy Family Parish 
169 Mungavin Ave Porirua 

 

HEALING SERVICE:  
Fr John Rea will conduct a 
Healing Service here at St 
Theresa`s Church on Tuesday 
12 March at 7.30pm.  All are 
welcome.  Please invite all 
those in need of Jesus’ healing. 

 
This is a reminder that every 
Monday we have Adoration of 
the Blessed Sacrament in the 
Church preceded by the 10am 
Liturgy of the Word and Holy 
Communion. Adoration is from 

10.30am until 1.30pm. During this time people come and 
go and one can stay for a short time or a little bit longer.  It 
is a time of prayer, of listening, a two way exchange with 
Jesus. Just being in His company nourishes the soul and 
being with Jesus is what He desires.  
 



The Solemnity of St Joseph will be 
celebrated with Mass at historic 
St Joseph’s church Pāuatahanui. 
Everyone is welcome to attend Mass 
to celebrate the patron saint of our 
historic church on Tuesday 19 March 
at 10.00am. This marks the 
importance of St Joseph as the spouse 
of the Blessed virgin Mary and the 
man who protected and taught Jesus 

from birth to adulthood. Mark your calendars. 
 

 
 
 
 

Anniversaries – May they RIP:  
Joan Neary, Diana Wickham, Desmond Crawford, Henry 
Smith, Marilyn Pryor, Sawyer Bowie, and Kathryn Pryor-
Denison 
       

Those who are sick: Richard Gibbs, Arthur O’Leary, Sr 
Trish Hanaray, David Wootton, Jocelyn Bryant, Luca 
Ashworth, Cristina Fleming, Patricia Maher, John 
Montgomery and all parishioners who have Covid or are 
sick. 
 

LENTEN GIVING ENVELOPES 
With just over three weeks to go, we 
are half way through the Bishops' Lent 

Appeal 2024, and need your help to reach our crucial target. 
The Lent Appeal is our largest campaign, and is crucial to 
ensuring our mission supporting the poor and vulnerable 
continues - that's why we need your support to reach our 
crucial target. Lenten Giving Envelopes are at the end of pews 
and in the foyer. You can give once or weekly, as is your 
preference. You may either return your donation envelopes 
during the parish offertory collection or send them to Caritas 
directly using the freepost option with the envelope. NZ Post 
specifies that cash must not be sent through the post. 
Donations received by Caritas in these envelopes by 31 March 
2024 will be sent receipts for the 2023/2024 tax year. Donations 
received by Caritas after April 1st will be sent receipts for the 
2024/2025 tax year. Thank you for your generous support. 
 

ST THERESA’S MARCH MADNESS 
FAIR: SATURDAY 16 MARCH 2024 
Only 1 week to go! How can the parish 
help our Parish School? 

• Helpers needed: at stalls, or to 
cook or serve 

• Donations of toys, games, 
clothing, etc. 

• Performers to entertain our crowd 

• Come along on the day to support them 
Contact Annie 021-866-445 or fair@stp.school.nz 

March 2024 WelCom is out! 
Available in the church foyer. If you 

are visiting someone unable to attend Mass, please take them a 

copy of WelCom. 

Te Reo Māori in the Mass 
This week we will continue with the Penitential 
Rite. We are now discussing the phrase “and to 
you, my brothers and sisters” which may be 

rendered as “ki a koutou hoki, e te whānau”. Today, however, 
we will talk about the single word ‘koutou’. The word ‘koutou’, is 
a personal pronoun – meaning ‘you’ – when referring to three or 
more people. English has two classes of number: singular and 
plural. Māori has three classes of number: singular, dual, and 
plural. Singular refers to one person just as it does in English; 
dual refers to two people, and plural refers to three or more 
people. The Māori pronouns for ‘you’ that correspond to these 
classes are ‘koe’ (one person), ‘korua’ (two people), and 
‘koutou’ (three or more people).  
In this case, the speaker  – the person uttering the prayer – is 
addressing her brothers and sisters who are referred to 
collectively using the pronoun koutou. Because koutou is used, 
we know at least three brothers and sisters are being addressed. 
You will note that in the preceding paragraph I have used the 
feminine gender because English does not have gender neutral 
personal pronouns. I could have used the masculine instead but 
it presents the same language difficulty. Māori personal 
pronouns, on the other hand, are all gender neutral. 
If you have suggestions or questions about  various Māori words 
and phrases that you hear as part of the Mass, feel free to send 
them to the parish office using st.theresas@xtra.co.nz.  

 
Anniversary of the Election of Pope Francis  
March 13 will mark eleven years since 
Buenos Aires Archbishop Jorge Mario 
Bergoglio became Pope Francis. He is the 
first pope from the Americas, the first from 
South Amercia, and the first from the Jesuit 

order. He was ordained a Catholic priest in 1969 and became 
Archbishop of Buenos Aires in 1998. He was made a cardinal in 
2001 by Pope John Paul II. He was elected Supreme Pontiff on 
13 March 2013. He chose Francis as his papal name in honour of 
Saint Francis of Assisi. The 11th anniversary of his pontificate will 
be celebrated on 13 March 2024. Let us take a moment to pray 
for him and give thanks for the life and work of Pope Francis. 
Quote: ‘This is what we are called to do with greater dedication 
during Lent: to welcome the light into our conscience, to open 
our hearts to God’s infinite love, to his mercy full of tenderness 
and goodness, to his forgiveness.’ 
Pope Francis, Angelus, 14 March 2021  
 

Joshua Wellington invites men to join us 
on Thursday 21st March at 7:30pm in 
‘Loaves and Fishes’ next to Anglican 

Cathedral of St Paul, corner Hill and Molesworth Streets 
followed by supper. Theme: “God reigns - no doubts” Speaker: 
To be confirmed.  Want to know more? Ring David 
Monastra 027-4477-280 or email: joshua.wgtn@gmail.com 

NZ Catholic Magazine for sale in church foyers 
again. Price $4 (unchanged for 8 years). Some 
headlines for this issue: New Zealand Catholic 
Church faces engagement and giving 
challenges, survey shows; Wgtn priest 
appointed seminary rector; PN Bishop argues 
for Catholic thought in the public square today. 

mailto:fair@stp.school.nz
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The Catholic Women's League Wellington 
Archdiocese are celebrating 80 years of Faith, 
Service and Action in conjunction with their 
Annual Conference at St Bernadette's Parish 
Hall, Naenae on Saturday 16th commencing at 

1pm and Sunday 17th March starting at 9am.  Conference Mass 
is at 5pm Saturday, with the main Celebrant Monsignor Gerard 
Burns.  One of the Keynote Speakers will be Joy Cowley on the 
subjects of "The Pros and Cons of Priests being able to Marry" 
and "Feminine Spirituality".  See the flyer and Individual 
Registration Forms in the foyer.  For further information please 
contact Helen archdio.sec@gmail.com 
Come celebrate with us!  

 
YOU’RE INVITED TO A MOVIE 
FUNDRAISER FOR ST JOSEPH’S 

HISTORIC CHURCH PAUATAHANUI Everyone needs to keep up 
to date with our housekeeping and the St Joseph's stewards 
need to raise funds to keep on top of the care and protection 
of  this historic church. To keep the church and surrounds fit for 
use we need to gather some funds. Please come along, enjoy a 
night out and help us care for this special part of our Parish. The 
screening of “The Great Escaper” will be at the LIGHT HOUSE 
PAUATAHANUI, 3 PAEKAKARIKI HILL ROAD, TUESDAY 19TH 
MARCH 8.00PM, ARRIVE FROM 7.00PM,  TICKETS $22. For 
tickets please contact: Susan Bieleski susan.bieleski@me.com 

 

Service Rosters 9 / 10 March – 4th Sunday of Lent 

Mass Time: 6:00 pm 9:30 am 

Sacristan Angela Reiher Veronica Young 

Greeters Mike Montgomery Anne Dodds, Barbara Harris 

Welcomer /Prayers of Faithful Annemaree Deed Anne Dodds 

Altar Servers  
Jack & Alex Buchanan 

Sammy Cato 

Kaikaranga  Franchesca Blank 

Children’s Liturgy  Paul & Chantelle Keane 

Proclaimer of The Word Rommel Anthony Audrey Hinder 

Extra-Ordinary Ministers of Holy Communion Mary Cruz, Alan Fleming 
Hamish Baker, Catherine Blank, 

Luke Barber 

Hospitality  Kayren & Laurie Smith 

Flowers Dorothy/Kay Altar Society Maureen Barber 

Service Rosters 16 / 17 March – 5th Sunday of Lent 

Mass Time: 6:00 pm 9:30 am 

Sacristan Mike Montgomery Sef Truyens 

Greeters Frances & Brian Collins Jonathan Burchell 

Welcomer /Prayers of Faithful Cath Gardner Naomi Bennett 

Altar Servers  Colin Feng, Finlay Blank 

Kaikaranga  Janet McClean 

Children’s Liturgy  Anne Dodds 

Proclaimer of The Word Carmel Keane Hamish Baker 

Extra-Ordinary Ministers of Holy Communion 
Rosaleen Larsen, Mike 

Montgomery 
Gillian Quinn, Daniel Blank,  

Walter Dempsey 

Hospitality  Janet & Peter McClean 

Flowers Dorothy/Kay Altar Society Maureen Barber 

mailto:archdio.sec@gmail.com


 


