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Kia tau te Rangimarie ki a koutou,  

        “Yes, it is true, the Lord has risen.” Luke 24:34 

A few days ago, I read a wonderful reflection on Chapter 24 of 

Luke’s Gospel, about the empty tomb, the angel’s message, the road 
to Emmaus, Jesus appearing to the Apostles.  As I reflected on it, I 

was struck by how like our current situation under Lockdown these 

Gospel stories are. The writer spoke of Chapter 24 being like a sym-

phony in 3 major movements. 

“In the first movement of the empty tomb (verses 1-12) God breaks 
open a helpless and hopeless situation. Jesus comes forth from the 

tomb, death could not hold him captive. During this time of the 

Covid 19 pandemic Jesus continues to come forth into our lives too. 

In these days of anxiety, questioning and challenge are we seeing 

him? Are we recognising him?” 

In the second movement of the symphony (verse 13-35) God, in the 

person of Jesus accompanies two men on their journey through a 

time of death and despair. For those two men Resurrection was no 

more than a tale or a rumour. Within them was a deep yearning and 
a holy hunger. Intimately intertwined with their scepticism is their 

hope, and their need for God to be alive, vibrant and present. At this 

stage of the pandemic we too have a deep yearning and a holy  
hunger for God’s presence. God is present in so many other people 

around us. 

In the third movement of the symphony we see Jesus among his 

disciples (verses 36-53), where he leads them into an experience of 

community. Easter 2020 has seen us experiencing our faith commu-
nities in very different ways. We may have thought that we were 

alone in our Lockdown bubbles and far away from our usual places 

of gathering as communities of faith. However, technology has  
enabled us to tune in to Masses and other ceremonies and in some 

ways brought us together. Many have discovered new ways of pray-

ing and reflecting on the Scriptures, families have been creative in 

praying grace and reflecting at the end of the day about where they 
have experienced the presence of Jesus among them. People have 

been helping one another, reaching out to those for whom the lock-

down is very difficult as they struggle financially, or with helping 
children with schoolwork, or with overcrowded bubbles. Even dur-

ing darkness and anxiety our gratitude has grown, and the grace of 

God’s presence has been welcomed and treasured. Our communities 

have not abandoned us. 

We are recognizing graced moments, for that we are grateful. As 
well as being grateful we can be like those first disciples, we can tell 

our stores about God’s presence in our lives during Covid 19. Our 

challenge is always to be witnesses to the Good News of God’s love. 

Maybe someone will write about us and say, “then they told their 

story about what had happened and how they recognized 

him…….” Luke 24: 35  

With every blessing 

Naku noa 

+ John 

Anzac Day Mass 

During the Lockdown time Masses have been celebrated 

in our chapel at Viard House, it has been our pleasure (Fr 

David Dowling, Gerson Badayos and me) to be able to do 

that. Mass will be celebrated on Anzac Day and will be 

online at 9am on Saturday 25th April. 

Bishop Peter Cullinane 

40th Anniversary of Episcopal Ordination  

Today, 23rd April, marks 40 years since Bishop Peter Cul-

linane was ordained as the first Bishop of the Diocese of 

Palmerston North. Warmest Congratulations to Bishop 

Peter and sincere thanks for his service as a bishop to 

Palmerston North and to New Zealand. Please remember 

Bishop Peter in gratitude in your prayers. 

Postponement of Clergy Assembly  

This week our Clergy Assembly was to have been held 

but was one of the very early casualties of Covid-19 with 

the decision to postpone the Assembly. The priests were 

looking forward to spending the days praying and reflect-
ing, sharing one another’s company and talking about the 

challenges we face as priests at this time of our history. 

Please continue to pray for one another, and for others 

who read this newsletter please pray for your priests as we 

all continue to look for ways to support and be with our 

parishioners in these challenging circumstances.  

Thank you 

I am hearing about wonderful things being done in our 

parishes and I thank you all very sincerely.  Priests have 

worked together with parishioners and have enabled and 

assisted people in parishes to keep in touch with one an-

other. Systems to phone parishioners have been set up , 

newsletters have continued,  online services have been 

inspirational, people have been encouraged to pray in oth-

er ways, families have appreciated the different ways of 
reflecting on the Scriptures and exploring opportunities to 

recognize the Lord’s presence in their midst. Thank you 

everyone for all you are doing.  

In level 4, and when we move to Level 3 stay safe, stay 

within your bubble and ensure the safety of all. In Lev-

el 3 there will still be stringent rules in place, these are to 

ensue everyone safety and to protect yourselves and oth-

ers.  

“Life is a journey by road.  On the way we travel the dust is thick and shade is scarce but let 
us know how to select the best place to halt to bathe our eyes, to shake off the dust that 
covers us, and to wash our sore feet.” 

Venerable Suzanne Aubert 


